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Edmund Morris fonds

Edmund Morris fonds
Dates of creation:
1897-1913
Physical description:
16 cm of textual records
Biographical sketch:
Edmund Montague Morris (1871-1913) was a Canadian portraitist, landscape painter and author. Born in
Perth, Ontario, he studied in Toronto privately as well as at Toronto Art Students’ League 1889-91, and in
New York at the Art Students’ League, 1891-92. Between 1893 and 1896 Morris was a student at the
Académie Julian and the École des Beaux-Arts in Paris. He returned to Toronto in 1896 to set up a
studio and became involved in art societies, including the Royal Canadian Academy (ARCA [associate]
1898), the Ontario Society of Artists, and the Arts and Letters Club of Toronto. A founding member of the
Canadian Art Club in 1907, he was its secretary for several years. He was on the council of the Art
Museum of Toronto—now the Art Gallery of Ontario—from 1909. Beginning in 1906 Morris produced the
works for which he is chiefly known, portraits in pastels of Canadian aboriginal leaders. Many of these,
executed during extensive travel in the Canadian West, were done on commission from the governments
of Ontario, Alberta and Saskatchewan to be hung in provincial legislature buildings. Morris also painted
landscapes, especially of scenes along the St Lawrence River in Quebec. It was while working at
Portneuf near Quebec City that he drowned in August 1913. He is buried in Toronto. His work is in the
collections of the National Gallery of Canada (Ottawa) the Art Gallery of Ontario (Toronto) and other
galleries, especially in Western Canada.
Scope and content:
Fonds consists chiefly of correspondence to Edmund Morris as an artist and as secretary of the Canadian
Art Club, Toronto (extant 1907-1915). Materials relating to the art club were received predominantly
between 1906 and 1913 and deal with the membership of the club, with artworks and with art
publications. Correspondents include artists Peleg Franklin Brownell, Edmond Dyonnet, Clarence
Gagnon, James Kerr-Lawson, Ernest Lawson, James Wilson Morrice, Alexander Phimister Proctor, MarcAurèle de Foy Suzor-Côté, Horatio Walker, Homer Ransford Watson and poet Duncan Campbell Scott.
Also included are letters written by Edmund Morris himself and a few received by other members of the
art club.
The approximately 800 items were originally in two letter-binders. Although most of the items are letters,
the fonds also comprises exhibition notices, invitations, newspaper and journal articles, lists of artists and
artworks, price lists, illustrations, prospectuses, lists of subscribers for memorials (etc.), invoices, as well
as miscellaneous items such as visiting cards, envelopes, an abstract of land title, a telegram and a
cancelled cheque.

Notes:
Variations in title
Previously known as the Edmund Morris letter-books
Physical description
Includes coloured illustrations and picture postcards.
Conservation
Most of the items in the fonds were originally pasted onto pages of two scrapbooks or letter-binders. The
pages (34 x 22 cm) are now detached from the bindings and enclosed in 18 acid-free folders housed in two
archival boxes. Several items are loose.
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Alphanumeric designations
The pages taken from the original binders are numbered I-1 to I-164 for Volume I and II-1 to II-168 for
Volume II.
Immediate source of acquisition
The material forming the Edmund Morris fonds was donated by H.M. Smith, July 10, 1943.
Availability of other formats
A microfilmed copy of the fonds is available.
Restrictions on access
Researchers are requested to use the microfilm copy of this fonds; access to the original requires the
permission of the Archivist. Access to Special Collections is by appointment only. Please contact the
reference desk for more information.
Terms governing use and reproduction / publication
Material in this fonds is in the public domain. Permission of the Art Gallery of Ontario is required for
publication.
Finding aids
An inventory and index of the fonds is available.
Associated material
Archival materials, including diaries, of Edmund Morris are held by Queen’s University Archives (Kingston,
Ont.) and the Royal Ontario Museum in Toronto. Photographs taken by Morris during his travels in western
Canada are in the collection of the Provincial Archives of Manitoba. The Edmund Montague Morris fonds
at Library and Archives Canada contains typescripts and drawings by Morris.
Accruals
No further accruals are expected.
Related groups of records in different fonds
Further correspondence to and from Edmund Morris (over 150 letters) may be found in the Canadian Art
Club fonds (SC009), Series 13.
Provenance access points
Morris, Edmund, 1871-1913
Canadian Art Club (Toronto, Ont.)
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